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SATAN HAS HIS DEVICES
Garland Elkins

INTRODUCTION1

[T]hat no advantage may be gained over us by Satan: for we are
not ignorant of his devices (2 Cor. 2:11).

Peter wrote: “Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).
Paul also wrote: “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve in his craftiness, your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3).

SIN
We need to know the nature of sin, its effects on humanity and its

final results. We need to see the hideousness and wretchedness of sin.
All people should hate and abhor sin. We should hate sin, not the
sinner. A good doctor does not hate the patient because he has some
dreadful disease, but has tender sympathy for him, and tries to drive the
disease away. Our attitude toward the sinner should be one of pity and
compassion, for he has the most destructive disease known to man.
Deal with the sinner gently, but fight sin with all your might! That was
Paul’s attitude. He said: “But we were gentle in the midst of you, as
when a nurse cherisheth her own children” (1 Thess. 2:7). Paul also
said: “What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love and a
spirit of gentleness?” (1 Cor. 4:21).

Sin affects everything in life. It is a cancer gnawing out the vitals
of the home, society, civilization, and the church. Like leprosy, it mars
and cripples and destroys. It caused Adam and Eve to do the opposite
of what God commanded. It stained Cain’s hands with the blood of his
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brother. It destroyed the wicked people of Noah’s day. It brought
destruction to the cities of the plains (Ju. 7). It kept Moses out of the
promised land; crucified the Son of God; it caused apostles and other
faithful Christians to be martyred.

SATAN HAS HIS DEVICES
The word “device” is defined as, “A crafty scheme; trick. An

underhanded scheme; a trick.”2 Christians need to be informed
concerning Satan and his “devices.” Satan’s “devices” can be very
detrimental to the individual Christian and to the entire church. I
commend the following article by brother Thomas B. Warren to
everyone. Read it; take note, and fear.

Sin Wears A Mask
“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one
another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin” (Heb. 3:12, 13).
This is both a warning and an exhortation to God’s children. To
become “hardened” is to become morally obstinate and stubborn.
It signifies an unwillingness to listen to instruction, especially
instruction which comes from God. The word “deceitful” means
“that which gives a false impression, whether by appearance,
statement, or influence.” The writer is, therefore, warning
children of God lest they become morally obstinate (unwilling
to listen to God at all) because of the deceitful appearances and
impressions of sin.
It Wears the Mask of “Beauty”
All should prayerfully and seriously consider the deceitfulness
of sin. Sin is deceitful because it wears a mask; it appears to be
other than what it actually is. Sin can (and does) wear the mask
of beauty just as surely as an ugly person may wear a mask and
appear to be very beautiful. Young men and women, think of sin
as an ugly monster who wears the mask of beauty.
It Wears the Mask of a “Servant”
History abounds with instances of kings making alliances with
other kings believing they could make the other their servant.
Often the reverse is true. Young men take up the habit of strong
drink or of narcotics believing they can make such habits their
servant to bring them happiness. But instead the habit becomes
their master. Men look at a life of sin and believe they can make
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it their servant. They believe that they can make falsehood,
deception, immorality, become their servant to bring them a life
of happiness. But they find that sin will not fill the role of a
servant. Sin is always the master of those who engage in it. Paul
pointed out that before the Roman brethren had obeyed the
gospel, they had been “servants of sin”(Rom. 6:17). Young men
and women, look upon sin as a cruel master who wears the mask
of being a servant.
It Wears the Mask of Being “Attractive” or “Advantageous”
Sin promises more than it gives. It discounts what it actually
does give. The serpent put a deceptive mask on sin for Eve to
see: “Ye shall be as gods…” When Eve looked at the tree, she
saw it as one “to be desired to make one wise.” But to her (and
Adam’s) sorrow, she found that sin was only wearing the mask
of being attractive and advantageous.
This mask also discounted what sin actually does bring. “Ye
shall not surely die,” the serpent said to Eve. It was as if sin wore
a mask which cried out: “Do not be afraid, the things which God
has told you about sin are but fairy tales. Nothing of real
consequence will happen to you because of sin. Why not go
ahead and enjoy these pleasures and advantages? The conse-
quence is insignificant in comparison with these pleasures.”
Young men and women, think of sin as an ugly, destroying
monster who wears a mask of beauty and advantage.
It Wears the Mask of Being “Right”
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Pro. 16:25). It is easy to think
one is in the way of life when he is in the way of death. Many
think they have been saved by “faith only.” Yet the Bible plainly
says that men are not saved by “faith only” (Jas. 2:24). Members
of the body of Christ may think they are pleasing the Lord even
when they are actually nauseating to him (Rev. 3:15-17). Sin
wears the mask of being right and says: “Come, live this way;
study God’s Word very little, apply little of what you read to
yourself, be little (if any) concerned for the soul of your neigh-
bor, curse a little, tell a few lewd jokes, drink just a little, engage
in just a little immorality (so long as you go to church at least
once a week), and you can be certain of going to heaven when
this life is over.” But such a message is a falsehood. Beware lest
you be led into going to the Bible to justify a practice in which
you are already engaged instead of humbly sitting down before
God in readiness to walk in whatever path that Word demands.
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It is easy to believe a lie if one wants to believe it (2 The. 2:8-
12). If one goes to the Bible determined to prove sin to be right,
it is likely that he will convince himself (Ezek. 14:4). Young
men and women, look upon sin as a deceiving monster wearing
the mask of “right” who is trying to damn your soul by enticing
you to live other than how God instructed men to live.
It Wears the Mask of Reaping What It Does Not Sow
Paul said: “Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). One cannot
turn up his nose at God (make things turn out other than God
said they would turn out). God said that every seed would bring
forth after its own kind. If a man should plant turnip seed and
reap apples, it could be truthfully said of him that he had
“mocked” God! This, of course, no one can do—but sin prom-
ises to do it! Sin wears the mask of promising to reap a harvest
of happiness, joy and peace from the sowing of the seed of sin.
But the fruit which comes from such seed is: (1) in this life:
degradation, misery, fear, frustration, unhappiness, loss of
fellowship with God, loss of true communion with loved ones,
and (2) in the world to come: eternal separation from God and
everything that is holy and good, the loss of everything that is of
any worth or value to human existence, the suffering of terrible
torment throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity (Rev. 20). One
can no more reap a harvest of happiness from the sowing of the
seed of sin than he can reap a harvest of beans from the sowing
of onion seed. Young men and women, look upon sin as a lying
monster who tells you that by the sowing of the seed of sin you
can escape a harvest of misery, suffering, and degradation and
reap a harvest of bliss.
“…exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of
you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”3

SOME DEVICES (TRICKS) OF THE DEVIL
1. The devil attempts to convince people that God does not exist.

However, even though many have a misconception of God, the
majority of people believe that God does exist. Even nature proves the
existence of God. “The heavens declare the glory of God; And the
firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, And
night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor language;
Their voice is not heard” (Ps. 19:1-3). Paul wrote: “For the invisible
things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
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perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting power
and divinity; that they may be without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). As a house
preaches that it has a builder, even so, the world preaches that God
exists. “For every house is builded by some one; but he that built all
things is God” (Heb. 3:4). No wonder that the Bible teaches that only
a fool would deny the existence of God. “The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God” (Ps. 14:1). However, I must point out that
though nature proves the existence of God, we would not know how to
serve and worship Him, without His written Word, the Bible (2 Tim.
3:16-17).

2. Another trick of the Devil is to keep people out of the Lord’s
church by contending that the church “is not necessary” or that “one
church is as good as another.” If the church is not necessary in order
to be saved, then Christ died for nothing. For Christ purchased the
church with His own blood (Acts 20:28). If “one church were as good
as another,” why should Christ have died for His church if men and
women could build churches and people could be saved in them?
Salvation is in the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:23) and not in any
of the man-made churches (Ps. 127:1; 1 Tim. 3:15). There is but one
church (Eph. 4:4; Mt. 16:18). All of the saved are in it (Acts 2:47). All
promises of God are in it (2 Cor. 1:20); and, every spiritual blessing is
in it (Eph. 1:3).

The Undenominational Nature and Exclusiveness Of the
Lord’s Church is Seen in the Following
1. The Lord built but one church. In Ephesians 4:4-6 Paul states,
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God
and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all.” In verse 4 he plainly says, “there is one body.” If the “one
God” is an exclusive God and the “one Lord” an exclusive Lord,
then the “one body” is an exclusive body. Paul declared, “But
now they are many members, but one body” (1 Cor. 12:20). It
follows that since there is “but one body” and “the body is the
church” (Col. 1:18), then there must be “but one church” (1 Cor.
12:20). That one church is the Lord’s church, the church of the
New Testament, the church of Christ.
Paul in Ephesians 1:22-23 said that God “gave him to be the
head over all things to the church, which is his body.” He also
said, “He is the head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). In one
of these passages, Paul says that “the church” is “his body,” and
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in the other passage, he says,”…the body, the church.” So, it is
scriptural to speak of the church as the body and the body as the
church, since reference is made to the one and same institution.
Further, to add proof to proof, Christ promised to build but one
church when He said: “Upon this rock I will build my church”
(Matt. 16:18). In the language of Paul, we are told that he died
for but one church. “Christ also loved the church and gave
himself up for it” (Eph. 5:25). The words “the church” mean but
one. The pronoun “it” can refer to but one. The conclusion is
Christ loved one church; he died for one church; he built but one
church. Therefore, He is the owner of but one church. This one
church is the exclusive church of the New Testament.
2. Salvation is in the Lord’s church. The Bible teaches that the
true church is the family of God, the body of Christ, the kingdom
of God (1 Tim. 3:15; Col. 1:13-18). No person is offered
salvation outside of the family of God, for we read in Acts 2:47
that “the Lord added to them day by day those that were saved.”
Through the cross, Christ reconciles men unto God “in one
body” (Eph. 2:13-16), and that “one body” is the church (Eph.
1:22-23; Col. 1:18; 1 Cor. 12:20).
3. One cannot be saved outside of the Lord’s church because it
is impossible to be saved apart from the blood of Christ (Heb.
9:22; Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23, 25). To contend that the Lord’s
church is non-essential since it was purchased with the blood of
Christ, is to take the position that the blood of Christ is non-
essential! If one can be saved outside of Christ’s church, then
one is forced to the position that Christ’s death was useless. Any
doctrine which minimizes and belittles the death of Christ is a
false doctrine. Therefore, the doctrine that salvation can be
enjoyed outside of the Lord’s church and apart from the blood is
a false doctrine.
4. One cannot be saved out of the kingdom of God (Jn. 3:5; Col.
1:13; Heb. 12:28). The Bible teaches that the church and the
kingdom are the same institution. The disciples were to partake
of the Lord’s Supper in His kingdom, as we learn from Lk.
22:18-19, but we learn that they did this in the church (1 Cor.
1:1-2; 11:18-34); therefore, the church and the kingdom are one
and the same institution. If a person could be saved outside of
the church, that would mean he could be saved outside of the
kingdom of God, i.e., he could be saved without submitting to
God, but since there are but two kingdoms on earth, i.e., the
kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan, it follows that if a
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man can be saved outside of the church he can be saved in the
kingdom of Satan. That would deny plain Bible teaching.
5. The New Testament teaches that the church of Christ is the
family of God (1 Tim. 3:15). If a man can be saved outside of the
family, the church of God, that would be equivalent to one being
saved in the devil’s family. There are only two families on earth.
Question: Where is salvation? In the Lord’s family, the church,
or in the devil’s family? Remember, there are only two families
on earth. Another question: Does God have any children outside
of his family? Can a man be saved while yet in the family of
Satan? These questions must be dealt with by every honest
person when they are reaching a conclusion as to the necessity
of membership in the Lord’s church.
6. The Lord’s church is different in terms of entrance. Surely no
one would doubt the right of Christ to make the terms of
admission into the church, since the church belongs to Him and
all authority is given to Him. Hence, our interest should be:
What does he require? He is the door, and we must enter in
harmony with His will (Jn. 10:9; Mt. 7:21; Lk. 6:46).
Faith is required. Jesus said: “If ye believe not that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins” (Jn. 8:24). He also said, “He that believeth
not shall be damned” (Mk. 16:16). We must believe, for
“without faith it is impossible to please him (God)” (Heb. 11:6).
Faith is the first step toward righteousness (Rom. 10:10), and,
necessarily, the first step toward the church.
Repentance is commanded. Christ requires that we must “repent”
or “all likewise perish” (Lk. 13:3). Repentance is a change of
will (Mt. 21:28-31), and leads to life (Acts 11:18). God “now
commandeth all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30).
Confession of Christ is necessary. Christ made the good confes-
sion before Pilate (1 Tim. 6:13). Peter made the good confession
which is, “Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Mt.
16:16). This caused Christ to pronounce a blessing upon him
(Mt. 16:17). Christ has promised that “Whosoever therefore shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32). Confession with the mouth
leads to salvation (Rom. 10:10) and must, therefore, precede the
saved state.
Baptism is necessary in order to be saved. No one can be saved
from his past sins until he has been baptized, according to our
Lord’s statement in Mk. 16:16. These were among our Lord’s
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last instructions to his apostles before leaving the earth. Our
Lord said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”
Faith and baptism, in this passage, are joined by the coordinating
conjunction and. Coordinating conjunctions join or unite
elements of equal rank. Faith and baptism are thus joined in this
sentence to obtain the same result salvation. He that believeth
(item No. 1) and is baptized (item No. 2) shall be saved (item
No. 3).
Paul taught that baptism is essential to salvation in Romans 6:3-
4, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death; that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.”
Note that the statement made here by Paul is to the effect that
men are baptized into Jesus Christ, and that they also are
baptized into His death.
If men can be saved without baptism, they can be saved out of
Christ, because in this passage Paul declares that men are
baptized into Christ. Can men be saved out of Christ? If men
cannot be saved out of Christ, then they cannot be saved without
baptism, because Paul says baptism puts people into Christ. Not
only so, but we note it was in the death of Christ that his blood
was shed. We must, therefore, contact his blood in order to
receive the benefits of his blood. Since the blood was shed in his
death, we must reach the death of Christ in order to share its
benefits. In Romans 6:3, it is affirmed that “we are baptized into
his death.” We reach the death of Jesus Christ when we are
baptized, not before we are baptized; and thus reach His blood
and the benefits of His blood at that point. Since we are baptized
into the death of Christ, and thus into the blood of Christ, then
baptism is essential to the forgiveness of sins which is made
possible by the blood of the Son of God.
Also, this passage shows that we walk in the newness of life, or
that the new life comes after baptism. Please observe in Romans
6:4, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
Here is a burial and a resurrection. Paul tells us that, as Christ
was raised from the dead, so we are raised to walk in newness of
life. Here is a burial and a resurrection. Many present-day
preachers contend that we walk the new life before baptism, but
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Paul says that we are raised to walk in newness of life. The
newness of life comes after baptism!
It is further seen from Galatians 3:26-27 that water baptism is
essential to the salvation of the alien sinner. “For ye are all the
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Note that
Paul points out two things:
(1) We are children of God by faith.
(2) We are children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
Let us carefully study what Paul said. Paul, did you say, “We are
children of God by faith,” and stop with that? No. Did you say,
“We are children of God by faith only?” No. Well, did you say,
“We are children of God by faith out of Christ?” No! What, then
did you say? “Ye are all children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.” Friends, one must be in Christ Jesus in order to be saved.
It is significant that the very next verse informs us how to get
into Christ. “For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.” Friends, you will never learn how to
get into Christ in any other way. You must be in Christ to be a
child of God by faith. You can get into Christ only by being
baptized into Christ!
Please honestly consider the necessity of baptism from these
standpoints.
(1) Baptism stands between the sinner and the salvation of his
soul (Mk. 16:16).
(2) Baptism stands between the sinner and remission of sins
(Acts 2:38).
(3) Baptism stands between the sinner and becoming a child of
God (Gal. 3:26, 27).
(4) Baptism stands between the sinner and having his sins
washed away (Acts 22:16).
(5) Baptism stands between the sinner and getting into Christ
(Rom. 6:3).
7. The exclusiveness of the New Testament church is seen in the
authorized acts of worship that are set out in the New Testament.
We cannot have just anything in our worship and still please
God. The component parts of worship are stated by Christ in Jn.
4:24. They involve:
(1) worshipping the right object “God;”
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(2) worshipping with the right attitude “in spirit;” and
(3) worshipping according to the Will of the Lord “in truth” (Jn.
17:17).
We are instructed how to worship, after the church was estab-
lished on the day of Pentecost.
The early church taught in worship (Acts 2:42; 20:7).
Prayer is another item of worship in the Lord’s church (Acts
2:42). Christians are told to “continue in prayer” (Col. 4:2) and
to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). Prayer is to be
addressed to God, not to Mary or to some saint; and prayers are
to be prayed in the name of Christ (Eph. 5:20).
The congregations in the days of the apostles gave their contri-
butions on the first day of the week as the Lord had prospered
them. (1 Cor. 16:1-2). This was a free-will offering. Although
the tithe is not bound upon the church of the New Testament,
many Christians give more than ten percent. The New Testament
church is not bound by the Old Testament law of tithing (Heb.
7:12). Personally, I would not think of giving as little as ten
percent; this is of my choosing (2 Cor. 9:6-8), and not because
I am bound by the Old Testament law of tithing.
The Lord’s church does not resort to raffle contests, socials, and
other such methods of raising money for the church. Such was
not done by the congregations under the direction of inspired
men of the first century, and those who do such things today are
not identical to congregations of the first century.
The church of the first century sang as an act of worship (Eph.
5:19; Col. 3:16). We read in Hebrews 2:12, “Saying, I will
declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church
will I sing praise unto thee.” Note please, “…in the midst of the
church will I sing praise unto thee.” No where are Christians
authorized “in the midst of the church will I sing and play praise
unto thee.”
The early Christians were limited to vocal music that is, singing.
They did not use organs, pianos, banjos, guitars, or other
mechanical instruments in their praise to God. They sang they
did not play. Any church today that employs such mechanical
instruments in its worship is not identical to the New Testament
church. The true church of Christ now limits its music to singing,
as did the church of the first century.
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The early church, in addition to engaging in prayer, teaching,
giving, and singing, also partook of the Lord’s supper on the first
day of the week (Acts 20:7). Let us observe:
(1) The fact that Jesus commanded His disciples to partake of the
supper (Mt. 26:26-28). Paul mentions the same thing in
1 Corinthians 11:24-25. It is, therefore, clearly revealed that the
Lord commanded His people to eat of His supper.
(2) Not only so, but the Lord’s people are commanded to
assemble (Heb. 10:25). This command implies that some day is
necessary. There could not be an assembly without some time
for the assembly on some day. But what is the connection
between eating the Lord’s supper and the assembly?
(3) Simply this: The disciples ate the Lord’s supper when they
assembled (1 Cor. 11:20). They were perverting the institution
by making a full meal out of it, and thus they were reprimanded
for that. But the passage does reveal God’s will in the matter.
This was not an eating at home, but when they came together
into the assembly to worship “when they came together into one
place” (v. 20).
(4) Therefore, Christians came together for the purpose of eating
the Lord’s supper (1 Cor. 11:33). They were not to come
together in the public assembly to eat common meals they were
to eat such meals at home (1 Cor. 11:34). Bear in mind the fact
that the Lord’s supper is the only thing God has ever required
Christians to eat in an assembly.
(5) Now, if we can find when Christians assembled or came
together to eat the Lord’s supper, we will know what day we are
required to partake of the Lord’s supper. Here is the passage:
“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to
depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight”
(Acts 20:7).
No one can scripturally partake of the Lord’s supper on any day
other than “the first day of the week,” yet there are those who
take it on a Thursday, or on some other day of the week. When
they do so, it is without any Bible authority. The Bible plainly
teaches it must be done on the first day of the week.
This cannot mean a yearly service or a monthly service. We
never refer to an event that recurs annually as coming on a
certain day of the week. We say that Independence Day comes
on the fourth of July. We never say it comes on the first day of
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the week, though it may sometimes fall on that day. So it was
with the Passover of the Old Testament. It came on the 14th day
of the first month, and that day was set aside as an annual
religious service. If a certain day of the month had been men-
tioned it would have made it a monthly service. As the 14th day
of the first month would designate an annual service, and as the
10th day of the month would point out a monthly service, so the
“first day of the week” would specify a weekly service.
The early church partook of the Lord’s supper on a weekly basis
“upon the first day of the week” (Acts 20:7).
Since every week had a first day in it, this means that they ate
the Lord’s supper every first day of the week. This makes the
Lord’s supper a weekly observance. I ask the following ques-
tions:
(1) Do you partake of the Lord’s supper?
(2) At what time do you partake of it?
(3) How often do you partake of it?
(4) Upon what scripture do you base your practice?
Denominationalism is sinful
1. Let it be plainly stated that no matter who belongs to a
denomination now, no one belonged to one in the first century.
Paul was accused of being a member of a sect (Acts 24:5). He
denied that he belonged to a sect and stated that such a false
charge could not be proved (Acts 24:13-14). There is nothing
denominational in Christianity. People must be different from
Christians to be in a denomination. It is very clear, therefore, that
one can be a Christian without belonging to a denomination.
Denominationalism rests upon division. Let us note: (1)
Denominationalism repudiates the teaching of the apostles.
“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). (2)
Denominationalism makes unbelievers. Jesus prayed, “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on
me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me” (Jn. 17:20-21). Unity
among believers would cause others to believe, while division
would and does produce unbelievers. (3) Denominationalism
teaches that God contradicts himself. Paul wrote, “For God is
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not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of
the saints” (1 Cor. 14:33). All Christians of the first century were
members of the same church, and it took all of them to constitute
the church. There were no denominations in the first century,
and there would be none now if no one preached or practiced
anything but that which was preached and practiced in the first
century. In order to go to heaven, one must repudiate all
churches, except the church of the New Testament which
includes all Christians. In other words, the church of the Lord
consists of all of the saved of earth. The same process which
makes one a child of God constitutes him a member of the
Lord’s church (Acts 2:22-47). Most all religious people readily
admit that a man can be a Christian and go to heaven without
belonging to a denomination. It is a fact that no matter who
belongs to a denomination now, nobody belonged to one in the
first century! (Acts 2:38-47; Eph. 4:32, Jas. 3:14-16).

The following excellent comments are right on target.
There are those today who claim that the Bible teaches that there
are Christians who are not members of the church of Christ. But
I have no hesitation in affirming that the Bible teaches that every
person who is a Christian is a member of the church of Christ.
This means, obviously, that I am affirming that the Bible teaches
that there are no Christians who are not members of the church of
Christ. The church of Christ is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23);
Col. 1:18). The saved are those who have been reconciled unto
God, and those who have been reconciled unto God are members
of the body (church) of Christ (Eph. 2:13-18). The matter is really
just that simple, but in the light of the importance of the matter, let
us say a bit more about it.
The Bible teaches that salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). To be
in Christ is to be in His church (Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Cor. 12:13; Mark
16:15-16; Acts 20:28; Acts 2:38; Eph. 1:7; et al). The Bible
teaches that it is impossible for one to “cross the line” into
salvation without “crossing the line” into Christ. The Bible also
teaches that it is impossible for one to “cross the Line” into Christ
without “crossing the line” into the church.
The crucial relation of the church to salvation is seen in the
statement “And the Lord added (Greek imperfect “was adding,”
T.B.W.) to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47,
KJV). The English Revised Version, in an excellent treatment,
translates Acts 2:47 In this way: “And the Lord added to them day
by day those that were being saved” (Greek present participle).
In short, the Bible teaches that there are no Christians outside of
the church for which Jesus died. When one obeys the gospel,
being baptized (as a penitent believer) in the name of Christ (that
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is, by His authority), the Lord adds him to the church. He never
fails to do this (cf. Acts 2:41; 1 Cor. 12:13).
In summary, we must teach the undenominational nature and
exclusiveness of the Lord’s church. We must also teach that it is
sinful to belong to a denomination. To build up denominational-
ism is but to promote divisions and to perpetuate strife in the
world and among the people of God.4

3. If one does obey the Gospel, and is added by the Lord to the
church; Satan attempts to encourage him to go back to the world.
When a member of the church becomes unfaithful, thus returning to the
world, the last state is worse than the first. (2 Pet. 2:20-22).

4. Once in the Lord’s church Satan seeks to render one worthless
in the church. He tries to convince us not to be regular in attendance
(Heb. 10:25-26); not to study the Bible (2 Tim. 2:15); not to pray (Phil.
4:6; 1 Thess. 5:17); not to partake of the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7); not
to give (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Mt. 6:19-21); and, not to do personal work
(1 Tim. 4:16; Mk. 16:16). We need to learn to build up the church.

5. Satan attempts to get Christians to become worldly. John wrote:
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God abideth for ever (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

James wrote: “Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of
the world maketh himself an enemy of God” (Jas. 4:4).

Since space is limited I will merely list a few of the many worldly
practices used by the devil to ensnare people.

1. Strong drink is a trick of the devil. The Bible teaches: “Woe unto
him that giveth his neighbor drink, to thee that addest thy venom, and
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness!”
(Hab. 2:15); “But they said, We will drink no wine; for Jonadab the son
of Rechab, our father, commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine,
neither ye, nor your sons, for ever” (Jer. 35:6). Paul makes it clear that
strong drink is a work of the flesh, and that those who practice such
shall not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21).

2. Those who practice abortion are worldly. On January 22, 1973,
nine men robed in black issued a decree that will live in eternal infamy.
On that day, the Supreme Court ruled that: during the first three months
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of pregnancy the decision to abort rests solely with the woman and her
doctor; during the second three months, the State can regulate the
abortion procedure to protect maternal health; during the third three
months, when the fetus is viable, the State can regulate or even prohibit
abortion except when it is necessary for the mother’s mental or physical
health (U.S. News and World Report, March 4, 1974, p. 44). The Bible
teaches that only God has the right to take the life of men (Rom. 13:1-
8). Man from earliest times has been forbidden the right to kill his
fellow man (Gen. 9:6). The penalty for killing an innocent neighbor
was death. The Bible condemns murder. Abortionist doctors tell us that
it is more humane to kill (abort) handicapped babies as well as others,
but the Bible says: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil”
(Isa. 5:20).

3. Adultery is a device of the devil. The Bible teaches: “He that
committeth adultery with a woman is void of understanding: He doeth
it who would destroy his own soul” (Pro. 6:32).

4. Gambling is a device of the devil. Gambling is an agreed upon
form of stealing. One cannot gamble and practice the “Golden Rule”
(Mt. 7:12).

5. Dancing is a device of Satan. The modern dance for the most
part is allied with revellings, and lasciviousness. These two sins are in
the “works of the flesh” list of Galatians 5:19-21, and those who
practice such things cannot inherit heaven (v. 21).

6. Immodesty is a device of Satan. The Bible teaches that it is a
shame for one to expose nakedness (Rev. 3:18; 16:15).

7. The device of Satan is seen in his misuse of the movies and
television. Television can be and is used to preach the Gospel and for
other good usages. However, Satan has managed to get all kinds of filth
and sinful things and acts of indecency shown on the media screen.
Christians must oppose all such.

8. Pornography is a powerful device of Satan. Allen Webster wrote
a tract entitled, “Pornography’s Pain,” in which he discusses in detail
the sinfulness of pornography. Space does not permit quoting very
much of it but I will note the headings. He says: Pornography hurts the
user; hurts women; hurts children; and hurts society.

CONCLUSION
I have discussed a few of the many devices of Satan. However, if

space permitted I would discuss many more. Let us determine to think
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and act upon things that are true, honorable, just, pure, lovely and of
good report (Phil. 4:8). May we follow Paul as he followed Christ
(1 Cor. 11:1), so that we may say with Paul: “The things which ye both
learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things do: and the
God of peace shall be with you” (Phil. 4:9).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Random House Unabridged Dictionary s.v. “device.”
3 Thomas B. Warren, “Sin Wears a Mask,” The Spiritual Sword 7.4 (July
1976).
4 Thomas B. Warren, Christians Only and The Only Christians (Jonesboro,
AR: National Christian Press, Inc., 1984), 6-7.
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